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The vsry pein:t you tock axception to, was the very scuint I
was brying te make o Mr. Belafonta, I don't kunow if you 33w tae
Charlies Fcose show, bus Belafonte scatsd that King and Mand@la were
the only ones who brough® clarity to our struggie. I was; trving
to point out, without ing offengive, that act only could we not

i
depend oaly on 2
=

faw loaders, bur® he acknowisdged them baCiuse of
the ®clarity®™ it ' :

) : - . -millien o s e :
My gozl is to motivats all the ”2;3ﬁ§01§t3 of iight® tc under

stand their greataess aad bagin actiang upon it. I know I cam’t do
it alone, SC that is why I sent copies not only to you, Maya Angel
Spike Lee, Maulana Karanga, NAACP office here in Pasadena; ag sist
brother and brother-ia-law,. My minister at my stere-froat) &nurch,

ta= black muslim who runs the video store (who . asked if:h= coulid
make copies and distribute) the man who stands outside the liguor

and who washes my car windows reqularly, etc., ete., etc.:

Adrienne’s husband, 3obby Smith, who works at UCLA Al:mal O£F
took it upon himself to make gopies and send to maay of the people
we weat to school withu=and€§§b,up to now, have "made it”:and lost
their memories of where they came from. (Why should we have Lo wa
a year or two o get Big Bothers for our communities*® children, wh
we have so many who cculd be bringing boys out to all those goif
courses, if that's whers they choose to do “their” thing?}

I called Mary Henry here in LA and was uaitinqﬁg;pieé and sEa
from Adrienne and Bobby, which, incideatally, is “robbing me blind
to make an appointment to sSe&e her next week. 3She has worked for ¢
people in LA, for as .long as I can remember, is a feisty lady, whc
has been losing spirit somewhat, because of the lack of cooperati
Before my copies arrived, I want and made more and seant thsm to he
and asked if I could meet with her later this month, since I'm in
the process of moving. 3

I am a "city girl,™ not spending over one sSummer in the cocual
setting in my life, and who has never even gone camping. 7The dcme
tic Peace Corps idea scunds great for both urban and gural arsas,
But one thing I know, a2 lot of us have been blessed by dedicaced ¢
rents, who weres also fighters and provided models for us. I don'i
deny that grass roots efforts are necessary to address the goals v
both working toward, but it is goiag to require more of our effort
to bring faith back into the folks that we have not let go of our.
responsibilities to pitch-in, too.




o i

We are far more than the "talented tenth" in numbers that WEB
DuBois cited way back in 1903. I'm not including you, but many pf
us have not shown the consistency in addressinﬁthe problems of black
and everybody else, too.

I'm including copies of lettersI wrote to Maya Angelou and Spik
Lee. I'm simply not placing all of my eggs in Mr. Belafonte's bas-
ket, or anyone else's, either. We have too much work to do for that

I never know exactly when your program comes on TV, but I did
see it this past week. The Denny's case was so well presented. And
incidentally, you are looking better than ever. I am so happy that
your marriadge has proved to be a God-send.

Please forgive the fact that I am not a typist and feel much mo
comfortable with my long yellow pads. I took a course about three
summers ago, but still have not gotten to the place whue typing is
natural. I do not have a computer, either; Adrienne retyped my lett
to Belafonte on hers, but other than that, I'm doing my best to send
type~-written letters out.

I'm sorry, I don't know your wife's name; please include it in

your next correspondence. Please-give-my—loveto her;—and please

drop a line to Aunt Marguerite when you can.

Love always,

W'

"Bootsie"

P.S. A couple of poems, a photo, and my resume are included. I'm
not looking for a job, unless in doing writing, photography or art:
I'm happy here in Pasadena and will be moving soon to Altadena.
The weather is nice and the trees and serenity offer me peace.

P.P.S My friend, Loyce in New Orleans, is going to be sending me
information on two early black photographers, Jules Lion, famous
from the 1840's, and Arthur Bedou, whom my Aunt Thais says was an
elderly man, when he took her weddings pictures in 1936. Did you
know that the largest cdllection of black photographers, truly pio-
neers, since photography did not come into being until the late
1820's, is in the Schomburg Room at the NYC Public Library? James
Presley Ball was the photographer, the one written up most often
in the Cincinnati Enquirer, where he had two large studics since
1854,

As per our telephone conversation, get Gordon Parks' Voices in the
Mirror, Marian Wright.:Edelman's The Measure of Our Success and Mari-
anne Williamson's A Return to Love, also out oll cassette.

I typed the hand-written letter, with addenda, to make copies to be

circulated, too. . MRGT?& HBaROoLD ANp
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